BEST: International Journal of Humanities, Arts, \
Medicine and Sciences (BEST: IJHAMS)
ISSN (P): 2348-0521, ISSN (E): 2454-4728 E?Wis e.]t?wlégor:\ais
Vol. 4, Issue 3, Mar 2016, 17-22 / g

© BEST Journals

SEXUAL REVOLUTION IN THE PREGNANT WIDOW AND MONEY BY MARTIN AMIS
MOHSEN MIRZAEI TORKDEH

Mysore, India

ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to assess the consequeinsexual revolution in postmodern era within tiedested
novels of Martin Amis “Money” (1984) and “The preggnt Widow” (2010). This article is going to invegite why sexual
evolution is happened in Western furthermore, hawcmsexual freedom has been affected in the maamkbehaviour
of Western people, according to Amis's novels. hinglso to investigate why Martin Amis, the postrodwriter, has
created such emancipated, voluptuous and absundatbes as John Self and Keith Nearing. This arteteks to
scrutinize through some examples, where is thatsita of ‘self’ especially in women characters I tresult of sexual
revolution and how the author depicts today lifehoiman being, which encompassed by sexual devgtiorwill be
investigated whether immoralities and sexual prouitg in Amis’ novels are in the result of sexuatancipation or not.
With this | reach to the conclusion that perhapstMaAmis uses these characters and absurd livesder to reveal the
sexual and social dilemma in individual's life inspmodern condition. Perhaps this result open tag W the reader's

mind for understanding about the social realitgum term.
KEYWORDS: Martin Amis, Sexual Revolution, Characters, Porapty, Postmodernism
INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the most important reason of sexual raealwvas the rise of sexual immoralities and dirggtthe
sexual activity among people. According to Edwandr&r, the concept of sexual revolution was t@ken a transform in
both the quantity and quality of sexual activitye ldicates: "Quality refers to how often peopleehatercourse and with

whom premarital, extramarital and marital. But giydl mean to locate the style of activity. . . H&ter 238).

A look at the history of Sexual revolution, It Haeen established by European Intellectual for gifieedom the
sexual activity to people and to prevent the sesuglpression in individuals. According to theiradé&ex as a natural
pleasure and need must be out of convention awd &ithce then, the society and families confronhyriammoralities in
their sexual activities. Parents censure their Hearg because of having sexual relationship indrdand having child
without marriage license. The crisis of illegitiraddirth was accelerated by young unmarried womengawith the rise of
the birth of more bastards. The enlightenment cordethat sexual freedom in the period of matupitgvent the social
crime, such as masturbation which they called kuak suppression. Wilhelm Reich in his book claifiSexual
suppression produced a subordinate individual vilmoilsaneously exhibits slavish obedience and rebelWe want man
to be free" (Reich 23).

The sexual equality between men and women werehansubstantial goal of creating sexual revolutibhis
thought was the way in which trivialized the traatial thoughts about sexual relationship outsideriange. Accordingly,

in Western societies this revolution opened thesfay women to take their own natural pleasure.
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As mentioned above, one of the most significans@aa of revolution, which took place in eroticiswas to
control and direct the libertine sexual manner. @hestion is that although there have been so raetivities to prevent
the sexual deviation, how much It is being affe@tdoday despite all activities in directing and troling the illegal
activities, we observe the increase in sexual dievisand promiscuity in western societies. The maistious example
which distinguished the promiscuity in sexual marieén the novels of Martin Louis Amis contempagrdritish writer.
Whereas, Amis in his works especially his recentehd@he pregnant Widownakes an effort to depict the reality of the
sexual behaviour in recent western society. Orisnfamous noveMoney Amis reveals the intersection of pornography

and the aftermath of the subject of sexual assaukipe.

The Pregnant Widows one of the acclaimed novels by Amis which ha&erb under complexities and
argumentation. The crisis of sexual relationshid parnography as the themes were manipulated by Amihis novel
like his previous noveMoney Some critic claims that the writer fictionalizas own experience in his adulthood period
in a form of comic satire. Subjects such as poraplgy and sex are the mental disturbance, which Amier omitted
them in his writing. The insistence of the writerdepict the sexual fantasy which is influencegbynography in the life
of two protagonists, John Self Moneyand the Keith Nearing ifthe pregnant Widowepresented the sexual deviation in
our term. Neill Denny in his article consideres: ''.The sexual revolution is what this novel (THregnant Widow) is all

about"(Denny Np).

Amis distinguished his male characters in grotesgags. John Self irMoney as a glutton and salacious
character, along with Keith Nearing irthe pregnant Widowboth characterized by the author as a moral axded
ailments. Perhaps Amis manipulates such charaitiesisow that how the people looked into the girld Aoys manner in
sexual rivalry especially, ifihe Pregnant WidowAmis also in creation of the same characterssmlrevious novel like
Charles Highway inThe Rachel Paperattempted to display the ambiguity in the sexmmnner in our term. The

adolescent who Richard Brown calls him: ". . . Awedolescent hero of sexual and intellectual ititia.." (Brown NP).

Similarly, the sexual thoughts preoccupied in thachof Keith, who pursues the attractive Schehataaahen
his relationship with Lily is getting steady. Likesg, John’s relationship with Selina is gettingseloand cordial with his
imagination of rape. Sometimes the author tracesptiomiscuity in behaviour of his characters in @omays. InThe
Pregnant Widowwhich is exclusively about sex, Amis through pistagonist Keith expresses how slow the classies a

to get to the sex.

Amis’ representation of pornography in his novelonsidered as a kind of exploitation of humarirdesnd
expanded as a business practice. It is quite elagrAmis has written his controversial novéie Pregnant WidowwWVhat
is dominated by the title of novel which the AraliAdiga declares: "The title of this novel intendedoe a metaphor for

an incomplete sexual revolution_ the old is deatthoeinew is not born yet...”(Adiga NP).

The draw of erotic world in the imagination of cheters with consternation and distraction can leads
immoralities. Creating of the characters such aishkidearing with desire for Scheherazade; GloriaiBgman with her
body; Rita the concupiscent character, who is dditee Dog" and finally Ashraf, the veiled Muslinirlgall implies the
disappointed and scabrous landscape of their sendmoral life. IndeedThe pregnant Widowin the seriousness of
anxieties and ambiguities, characterized femaleylzodi male awfulness in sexual manner. This is whetny Turner in

her article called it: "This is the story of a saktrauma" (Turner NP).
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Despites Keith’s love relationship with Lily, he shattention to Scheherazade's body (Lily's besnd,
especially her breast and also to arse of GlorimhShehavior from Keith made quarrelling betweem kind Lily.
Confusion in distinguishing the difference betwser and love affairs in characters such as Ameresepts the darkness
of comprehension in that. Keith’s friend Whittakeys about his friend: "He can understand sex aviitranger in the
afternoon. But he cannot understand the love &fait9). The sexual revolution is revealed more nvtiee author creates
the naughty character like Kenrik, who is Lily's- déoyfriend. When Keith talks to him about his treath girls and his
sexual relationship with them he confesses thatlteady fucked the dog. Despite, he attempts tbfyjusis nonsense
deed, incredibly he did it. He says to Keith: "Abht, | fucked the Dog. So what. | don't want &dktabout it, okay?"
(212). The girls in the story are represented amstnument for men’s sexual impulse, especiallyemti\mis focuses on
the details of their bodies.

The pinnacle of women’s humiliation in the novelibere the readers are cleared that dog is thenaik of
Rita, the young and libidinous beautiful girl whe fucked because she remained Kenrik a dog. Thédvedrsexual
intercourse which drawn in the mind of charactersAimis blemished their sense of love as Keith ctaitth don't want
love. | just want a fuck” (257). Despite Keith makeve with Lily and attempt for being very congiake to her, he allows
himself to make love with Scheherazade in his deedtmis not deniable that Keith has his own pobayd plan in his life.

He is plunged in the world of carnality that diiegthim into transgression and frivolity withoutyalimitation.

What is Amis manifested in his writing is the afteth of the sexual liberty and sexual emancipatifmis
obviously distinguished the crisis of sexual ligesthich had existed particularly by sexual revalotmBut because of the
inferior position of women in his novels he hasmemder critical attacksThe Pregnant Widowperceived the title of
being misogynist novel. The promotion of the fasttitat Amis reveals in his nov&loney,such as dark dancing in a pub
and porn emporium bristling, implies the shadownofral destruction. John Self is the protagonigheMoneyconfesses:
"I'm really interested in pornography” (4). The ioot of sexual failure in the result of sexual empation has made so
much anxieties for female characters due to mabersluity in their sexual manner. John's girlfrier®Elina Street’s life
encompasses by the fear and distraction that caly inow much sexual revolution jeopardized her. l&s he mentioned:
". .. Selina lives her life in hardened fear ofadt, molestation and rape"” (6).

As mentioned earlier one of significant reasonsiéiblishment of sexual revolution according to Edvahorter
was increasing prostitution, masturbating amonghgaueople and the intricacy of rape. Over the fextdecades, Martin
Amis in his book distinguished the issues of dajged among the female characters in our term. igted criticized by
Amis for not only as being representation of socéémma and self-assertion among the people, mat as being
notorious and practical aspect of lust featuresisfsatirically describes the thoughts of men in eractities in which life
is affected by legalized sexual desires (the legdlihad happened by European intellectualist lawk)b He expresses:

"what can a grown male do alone in Manhattan, exgepn search of trouble or pornography?" (9).

Dealing with the matters of women body over therabters in the novels refer to the fragile situaitdd humanity
and culture in the society after sexual revoluti@reating helpless character such as Scheherazagéuptuous character
like Rita in The pregnant Widowwhose situation is as worse as Selinavianey, are the bitter reality of women’s
suffering from the sexual revolutioselina is one of the women who became prostitutehé survival, as John the
protagonist of théloneysays: “She (Selina) has fucked for money" (31)tlfarmore, Selina complains because of lack

of security and she murmurs people who attempthmicon her. The height of disrespect is when sffers from his
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boyfriend who calls him cunt. These are all awhdtances in Amis novels to reveal his suspicioruala@men situation.
The women who are spending most of their time nowesing along with the smug and drunk men whosesament is to
talk about women belly, tit and ass. The sexualrempation which has specified for the new societgitle to deal sexual
manner today becomes a kind of fun. AmisManeyexpresses from his male characters' tongue: "#t tnel the booze, it

must be the junk, it must be all the pornograpfyt)(

Amis, in his overlong explanation about the sefftilgence in sexual behaviour and sexiness, attetmsnvey
the importance of aggravating of sexual crisis. $beial crisis mirror in the novels mostly becaussmen act like men
and vice versa. Amis complains the spoiling of lavel declining of lovely plantation in our crazwaewhere all relations
and love affairs are occupied by salacious thoughtsious assumption of women about the real megninlove, and
marriage and their insistence on divorce and afmrtiepresents in the novel when Keith at the enthe novel asks

Gloria for marriage and she answers: ". . . maeriagpld-fashioned" (441).

Despite Gloria’s dissatisfaction of marriage to tkeshe finally marries her. Amis satirizes theitsaof love by
giving too much sexual appetite to Keith. He coséssthat: "I don't want love. No, | do. But | wéysterical sex" (389).
Perhaps Keith divorced Lily because he was conscadout her pure love to him, and his marriage ltri& was only
because of sex. That is why Keith clearly claimsewhe goes for his third marriage: "Divorcing Gowas very difficult,
boring, painful, and expensive. Divorcing Lily waasy" (451). All indicated instability of love thatas made by sexual
revolution. The melancholy view of Amis in depigiroluptuous women is sort of grotesque of deswoabf the idea of
sexual revolution and veering toward annihilatiBon Charles in his article states: “The point hen{$) most wants us to

concede is that the sexual revolution was a tragmaprdeal of narcissistic trauma” (Charles NP).

As | mentioned earlier one of substantial causefemfiation of sexual revolution was controlling themotion
of producing bastard children. But what is formethtoday leads to representation of the identityicrWwhen Keith is
trying to clear up his own identification, he sajfe’'ve got a bastard" (444). What is Amis attentptimsert at the end of
the novel is the confusion between love and sd¢kémmind of characters. Finally, all the charact®same aged and they
have experienced so many things about interactivh @thers. At the end of the book, Amis ridiculjushows the
destiny of the characters, when Violet claims plpthat she was seventeen years old and had ninetyoyfriends. By
the same token, marked the love failure of Lilyciilas, Keith after his third marriage and the \eamqarriage of Jonquil
after sixth marriages. These are all advertentigratterized by Amis to indicate the smell of pramity and sexual

narcissism in the result of sexual revolution whig$persed their lives.
CONCLUSIONS

Sexual revolution took place when the society ermassed by sexual immoralities and unfinished prouaigs,
likewise, the families and people were under sexbabtic. It is also formulated to give harmonyvien sexual norms
and sexual behaviour. Despite, all activities tlvesdhe problem, the result of sexual revolutiols he@come incomplete
project. Novels of Martin Amis are good examplestaf crisis after sexual revolution. By lookinghéé novels, readers
and critics might distinguish the depth of the isri§he focus of absurdity in sexual self-interedtsng with the endless
greed of sexual narcissistic and confusion in Asniglvels take into account as the crisis of thermiath of the sexual
revolution. What is today brings more anxious is siexual and moral ailment in the society and famsithat will threat
our next generation. Perhaps taking some traditiooton will be efficacious and will amend the sekactions. What is

known today is that the existence of sexual revmtuby modern thinkers has not the predeterminsdirén consensus of
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human being.
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